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ANOTHER FRENCH ECU SURFACES
IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Walter R Bloom

In Volume 9 of this journal (The role of a
French écu in the colonization of Western
Australia, pp. 34-42) the author alerted read-
ers to an exciting development which took
place on 1 April 1998, This was the finding
of a bottle believed to contain a parchment,
and capped with a lead capsule seal which
possibly had a coin enclosed. At the time
of publication the bottle was being investi-
gated using non-invasive scientific analy-
sis; it had not at that stage been opened.

The progression of events after this was
quite tense, but unfortunately it turned out
that there was no parchment in the bottle.
Notwithstanding the outcome, it is interest-
ing to see how all of this developed.

The Western Australian Maritime Mu-
seum mounted an expedition commencing
25 March 1998 with a team comprising Ms
Stanbury, Dr McCarthy, Ms Souter and Ms
Sinclair of the Museum, Mr Harrison
(UWA), Mr Sheppard and Mr Creasy (metal









