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OBITUARY - THOMAS EDWARD HANLEY
1920 - 2000

Tom Hanley passed away on 4th Septem-
ber 2000 after a long illness. Tom was a well
known figure in numismatics and coin col-
lecting circles in Austrahia, particularly in
organised numismatics. The crowning glory
for his many years of loyal and devoted serv-
ice in the field of numismatics came with
the award in 1996 of the Order of Australia
Medal.

The value of Tom to our association came
from his roles for many years as Secretary
and subsequently President of the Austral-
ian Numinsmatic Society (a Sponsoring So-
ciety of the NAA). Founded in Sydney in
1913, it is the oldest such society in Aus-
tralasia

Let me take you back to March 1960
when, as a young schoolboy of 13, [ attended
my first meeting of the AN.S There | met

Tom for the first time.

In that era attending a formally conducted
meeting in the upstairs room of the Mitchell
Library was awe-inspiring and a little fright-
ening. Tom was Secretary and he went out
of his way to make me feel welcome, just
as he welcomed all those who came to meet-
ings. New or young Society members were
his “children” and were encouraged to be-
come involved in the Society’s activities.
Tom’s love of the Society came out of his
happy, open nature and his love of coins and
collecting them. However ahead of this was
his love for Joyce, his wife of fifty two years.
Tom and Joyce did not have children of their
own so the Society’s children became theirs
in a sense. I can recall their kindness and
encouragement over the years especially at
the Society’s public exhibitions, Port Mac-






